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Greetings!
A Message from National President
Andrea Niedenthal
Happy Spring everyone!! I want to begin with a
correction, last month Theta Tau – Midland, MI was
marked as disbanded but that was in error. Instead,
Iota Delta – Newburgh, IN should have been marked
disbanded. Sorry for this oversight and any confusion
it may have caused our Theta Tau chapter members,
as they by far are still a very active chapter.
This month we are going to highlight the 1980’s
which started our slowing down for installing new
chapters, we would however surpass $500,000 in
donations annually. At our convention in June 1981,
the delegates voted to establish a Psi Iota Xi National
Memorial Fund. Its purpose was to honor our
deceased members and friends through a living
memorial. The idea originated in the Past National Presidents meeting in June 1980 and

still is overseen by the PNPs. This fund annually provides a scholarship to a deaf dancer
from Gallaudet University in Washington D.C.
We continued our strong relationship with ASHA, including helping to fund “How Does
Your Child Hear and Talk” brochure. This became ASHA’s most popular publication and
was widely distributed in the early 80’s. In 1980 alone 155,000 copies were mailed from
ASHA’s national office. In 1989 it was also printed in Patient Care Magazine and credited
Psi Iota Xi and ASHA for the publication.
In the mid 1980’s Psi Iota Xi started its partnership with Riley Hospital to partially fund the
salary for the Deaf Educator for the Cochlear Implant Research Team. Later this would
become a Long-Term Project (LTP) and establish our relationship with Dr. Miyamoto.
We continued funding for Hoosier Art Salon, Metropolitan Opera Auditions, Academy of
Rehabilitative Audiology, and Lexington Hearing and Speech Center. The Elise Sweeney
Fund continued to purchase student tickets for multiple Symphonies within the State of
Indiana, and we were recognized by President Ronald Reagan for our dedication to
service.
Our organization grew in the 1980’s by seven chapters, the following chapters were
installed:
Iota Zeta – Knox, IN – 1980
Iota Eta – Paris, KY – 1980*
Iota Theta – Armstrong, IL – 1980
Iota Iota – Morocco, IN – 1980*
Iota Kappa – Springboro, OH – 1984*
Iota Lambda – Ferdinand, IN – 1985
Iota Mu – Kendallville, IN – 1986*
*Chapters that have disbanded
Until next month - Always remember the People before us, the Purpose that drives us, and
the Passion within us. Please celebrate your chapter and members during this year of
commemoration.
Loyally,
Andrea Niedenthal
National President
Zeta Tau, Milroy, IN

You are invited......

Hoosier Art Salon Paintings
Submitted:
Sandie Carlson, National Conductress

sandiecarlson@psiiotaxi.org
Theta Kappa, Edon, Ohio
In 1969, Zeta Tau received “Little Girls” by Helen Briggs Duckwall at National
Convention. The painting was on display at Milroy Public School until it closed.
A member of Zeta Tau is currently storing the painting until they find a new
location to display it.

Helen L. Briggs Duckwall was born February 12, 1912, in Sheridan,
Indiana. She attended John Herron School of Art and the Philadelphia School
of Fine Arts. She exhibited at John Herron AI, Ball State AM and The Hoosier
Salon in 1938, 53, 56, 57, 59, 61, 62, 64, 65, and 67. Helen is well known for
her portraits of children and women in pastel, which she executed on
commission through Lyman Brothers, Inc., in the late 1930's. Most of her
artistic career was spent Indianapolis. In 1967 Helen painted the portrait of
Indiana Governor Rodger D. Branigin. Helen passed away February 27, 1988,
in Clearwater, Florida

In 1961, Zeta Gamma-Fort Branch, Indiana received“1905 Model” by Burling
Boaz Jr. at National Convention. The painting is currently on display at the Fort
Branch Johnson Township Library. It has been on loan to the library for 61
years.

Burling was born February 26, 1891 in Indianapolis, Indiana and passed away
on September 24, 1968. He began his career as designer of stained-glass
windows for churches while working for the Erkins Co of Cincinnati. He also
designed ornamental iron for another firm. In 1961 Burling Boaz, Jr. won
Outstanding Watercolor, Any Subject Merit Award of $50 for 1905 Model. It
was designated by the Psi Iota Xi selection committee as one of the sorority’s
three purchase prizes. Recognized for his skill in tempera and opaque
watercolor, the self-taught painter ran a sign painting business in Indianapolis.
He had also served at Herron Art School as a part time instructor. Over the
years Psi Iota Xi purchased four of Burling Boaz paintings. Burling Boaz, Jr.
exhibited at the Hoosier Salon, 1952; Indiana Art Show and Indiana State
Fair. His prizes include Hoosier Salon 1948 and 1961.

National Long Term Project

It’s time to think about giving to our Long-Term Project
It is hard to believe that the long winter is almost over, and that flowers are starting
to peek through the leaves that are left over from last fall. Spring signals the end of
our Psi Iota Xi fiscal year and time to spend any additional monies not already
budgeted. If your chapter still has 2021-2022 available funds and is wondering how
to spend those dollars, please consider donating to the Long-Term Project. If your
chapter has already donated to the LTP this year, I thank you! A great way to
remember to give to the Long-Term Project is to add it as a budget item for your
Chapter’s planned giving or to have a fundraiser with the sole purpose of raising
money for this one specific project.
The Psi Iota Xi and Hear Indiana Scholarship was written for an endowment gift of
$100,000.00. This scholarship encourages first-year graduate students to commit
to working with deaf and hard of hearing children. Our shared goal is to increase
the number of qualified professionals in our states.
Please discuss this at your Chapter’s April meeting. Send any donations to my
attention at the address listed below.
Thank you for all you do in the name of Psi Iota Xi.
Loyally,
Taffy Day
National Project Chair
Omega – Lebanon, IN
620 West Camp Street
Lebanon, IN 46052

Psi Ote of the Year
Every year at National Convention, Psi Iota Xi sisters are honored for her outstanding
dedication and service to our organization. As we come out of the recent pandemic, it is
time to look to the future of our sisterhood. Is there a member in your chapter that has
found new ways to help your chapter through this year? Look for a person in your chapter
who has tried to get that new and different fundraiser going. Which Sister has helped pick
up your chapter, checked on those who may not be able to attend? There are any number
of reasons to choose a worthy Sister for Psi Ote of the Year. Who in your chapter exhibits
the qualities of Sisterhood that makes us Psi Otes? Please consider nominating a sister
from your Chapter
Please review the criteria and complete the application that has been sent to your chapter
President. Only nominations postmarked on or before April 15, 2022; will be considered for
the National Psi Ote of the Year award. Nominations may also be scanned and emailed to
the National Conductress by this deadline.
Sandie Carlson
National Conductress
sandiecarlson@psiiotaxi.org
Theta Kappa – Edon, Ohio

Happy Anniversary!!

125 years! Can you believe it?!
As a lifetime resident of Muncie and a member of the Alpha chapter of Psi Iota Xi, I
cannot begin to tell you how excited we are to have the 125th anniversary convention in
Muncie, IN! We are so grateful that President Andrea Niedenthal and Zeta Tau chapter
chose to have the 125 th anniversary convention in the city where it all began! I know that
the Milroy chapter has been hard at work planning an awesome convention for all of us!
The Muncie chapter has been meeting with the Muncie Downtown Development crew to
get ready for your arrival. The downtown merchants are already on high alert that Psi Otes
will be here in June! Local merchants will have circles with Psi Iota Xi in their windows to
welcome our group. Downtown Development has also printed maps of the downtown area
with our Psi Iota Xi logo on the front. They even redid the map to include the Bargain Box.
Speaking of the Bargain Box, did you know that she recently received a full renovation?
Our fearless renovation leader, Nicci Lunsford, and her dedicated crew of sisters used the
“COVID time” to get the renovations done. Knowing that all of you would be headed our
way in June 2022 for national convention, gave us the extra motivation we needed to
complete this project. The Bargain Box will be open for special Psi Ote hours on June 24th
(Friday) from 3pm to 6pm. For those of you who will not be in meetings or workshops, we
will also have special Psi Ote hours on June 25th (Saturday) from 2pm to 4pm.
Lastly, we have been working on the welcome party. The welcome party will take place on
Friday night at the Horizon Convention Center from 7pm-9pm. You should have received
a flyer in your convention packet with all the details. We are hoping many of you will come
join us for food, fun, fellowship, beverages, and live music! A great time to catch up with
your Psi Iota Xi sisters! Oh, I almost forgot …. the RAFFLE!! What is a Psi Iota Xi event
without a good raffle??? We will have many wonderful items such as Vera Bradley,
jewelry, Michael Kors purse, tickets for the Bob Ross experience and everything in
between!
Can you tell I am a little bit excited for convention?!! We are looking forward to seeing
you soon in Muncie to celebrate People, Purpose, and Passion with the sisters of Zeta
Tau Milroy!
Loyally,
Valerie Helms-Mejia
East Central District Officer
Alpha, Muncie, IN

Donation Request for Convention 2022
Dear Psi Ote Sisters,
Greetings from Zeta Tau (Milroy Chapter), the hosts of the 2022
National Convention. We are seeking chapters who make and sell
items as fundraisers, such as cheeseballs, cheese spreads, chocolates,
buckeyes, caramels, or any other food items. We would like to give
chapters the opportunity to have their items highlighted at our
convention. If you are interested in donating items to this cause, please
email me at laurajessup22@gmail.com. Once we get a list, we will

respond to those chapters and give details.
We have been working hard planning this convention and so excited to
see you all next June!
Psi Iota Xi – Zeta Tau Chapter, Milroy

Indiana State Association
Happy Spring Ladies!!
Even though as I write this as it is 32 degrees outside and I
am all comfy and snuggly under my blanket, I know that
the Spring that I love is right around the corner. Beta
Gamma is down to the finishing touches of the Indiana
State Meeting, and we are very excited to see you all on
April 23rd in Peru, Indiana.
One note of information that I want to share with you is that
contrary to what some people think Indiana does have
some hills, and Peru High School was built on one.
The school is under construction in the front and all parking
will have to be in the back lot, which is the hill. With all that being said we will have some
of our members in the lot with golf carts to assist any ladies wanting a lift from their car to
the back entrance. Looking forward to seeing you!!
Planting Seeds, Growing Communities….Better Together
Saturday, April 23, 2022 at Peru High School, Peru, Indiana.
Loyally,
Stacia Bonifant
Indiana Association President
Psi Iota Xi
(765)473-1153 cell
staciabonifant@gmail.com
cell: (765)473-1153
2306 S 100 E
Peru, IN 46970

Kentucky State Association
Kentucky State Association Meeting
March 19, 2022
About 30 members of Psi Iota Xi gathered at KIDS HAVEN, by Sandy in LaGrange, KY to
attend the Kentucky State Association meeting. Their theme was “Kentucky Psi Otes Are
Getting Back on Track for a Better Year.” Zeta Iota Chapter, Louisville, KY, hosted the
meeting with Sandy Johnson, Kentucky State President, presiding over the meeting.

Delegates and guests enjoyed coffee and danish after signing in to register for the
meeting. They also had time to purchase tickets to the raffle baskets provided by each of
the three Kentucky chapters and a 50/50 raffle.
Sandy opened the meeting by having everyone introduce themselves. Five National
Council members attended along with one PNP. There were members from Zeta Iota,
Theta Nu, and Iota Chi Chapters. After the introductions, minutes and the treasurer’s
report were read and approved.
Mayor of LaGrange, John Black, entertained us with a spirited talk about new and exciting
things going on in LaGrange. John has served as Mayor twice and has also held the
position as County Judge Executive. LaGrange will be featured as an upcoming “small
town” city on HGTV’s program called Hometown on May 15th. The whole town is invited to
our local drive-in theater to view the program which will talk about our town and the
exciting changes taking place. John also told us that LaGrange is one of the only
remaining cities in the United States that has a “working” railroad going through the middle
of town. The city has even built an observation tower for visitors to use for photographing
the trains coming through town.
Ladies enjoyed a box lunch and delicious cupcakes from a local baker. After lunch each
Kentucky chapter gave a report on their activities throughout the year. Sandy asked for
volunteers to serve on a Bylaws Committee and a Nominating Committee. All positions
were filled by members from each chapter. Sandy presented a check for $700 to Phyllis
Cunningham, representative for the Hearing and Speech Center, as their Project Fund
contribution from the Kentucky State Association.
A short memorial service was conducted in honor of Karyn Rademaker and Ann Egan who
both died unexpectedly during 2021. Both of these women were former Kentucky State
Presidents.
Contributed by
Sandy Johnson, National Advisor and
Kentucky State Association President

National Jeweler
Psi Iota Xi National Jeweler Info:
J Lewis Small and Company
Michelle Gordon
9147 W 1000 N
P. O. Box 426
(765) 552-2759 (Fax)
(800) 354-7356 (Phone)
Email Orders:
mtackitt@jlewissmall.com
The information for you to order items from the jeweler.

Chapter Happenings

Eta Delta, Carmel: Britt Sutton, CEO of ArtMix, visited at their chapter meeting.
Since Bella, the artist, is still not yet allowed back into the Riley Hospitals, the Lolly
Project has moved forward with creating art kits and videos for the kids. 42 kits have
been delivered which equates to 200+ art projects!

Gamma Theta Speedway decided to celebrate St. Patrick's Day atWilcox
Environmental on Main Street.

When your regular meeting falls on St. Patrick’s Day, you make the most of a
fun theme! Members from Theta Delta, Breman pictured celebrating the
holiday.

Alpha Lambda fundraiser
Chocolate!
Peanuts!
Put 'em together and what do ya get?
PEANUT CLUSTERS!!

Eta Delta Carmel had a luncheon at
English Rose Cafe & Tea Room in Kokomo

Beta Lambda Bedford sisterhood grew by 5 new members! Their first initiation
post-Covid was a fun night for all who were able to attend

Alpha Rho Garret shopped for their annual Psi Iota Xi sponsored Garrett
Easter Egg Hunt! Final preparations coming up!

Beta Tau members and one future Psi

Ote gathered at Parkview Home to
serve pizza and play bingo with the
residents.

One School, One Book is back!
Thanks to a generous donation from
Flora Psi Iota Xi - Beta Alpha Flora
Chapter. Carroll Elementary School is
proud to bring back this fun, family
reading experience this year! It kicked
off February 28.

National Council and Email
National Council is available to talk with Chapters and members if any
questions or concerns arise. Please don't hesitate to reach out to National
Council if they can assist you.
Our new email, info@psiiotaxi.org.

Fundraiser & Event Invitations
Have you ever wished you could invite all Psi Ote
sisters to your chapter's fundraiser or special event?
Your chapter Helicon articles detail all the amazing
events and fundraising activities you accomplish in
your individual chapters and communities. Now
we'd like to offer chapters the opportunity to submit
invitations to their events and fundraisers via the

monthly newsletter by emailing them
to terriresler@psiiotaxi.org.
Electronic money transfer apps like Venmo plus
virtual platforms like Facebook Live make it possible
for even our most distant sisters to participate in
another chapter's fundraisers with ease. You can
support your sisters across the organization, and
you might even get a few ideas for your own
chapter!

Fallen Petals
Please send obituaries to terriresler@psiiotaxi.org to be
included in the next newsletter and the Helicon.

Sandra Damewood Worthen passed
away on Sunday, February 13, 2022 at
IU Ball Memorial Hospital. She was
born March 12, 1937 in Washington, DC
when it was still a small town, the first
daughter of Gladys and Talbert
Damewood,
Sandra graduated from Calvin Coolidge
High School in January 1955, where she
was President of the Student Council.
She earned a B.A. from American
University in Political Science in 1958.
Active in student life and member of Phi
Mu sorority, she was also selected for
Mortar Board. In 1959 while completing
her Master's Degree in Government and
Public Administration she served as the
Director of a Freshman Women's
Residence Hall. In 1960 she married
John Worthen who had joined the University as Director of Housing.
Following college Sandra was employed at the Library of Congress, Legislative
Reference Service from 1958 to 1961 as a social science analyst.
In 1961 they moved to Boston and Sandra took courses in the Harvard Master
of Arts in Teaching program. Then she taught eighth grade social studies in
Lexington, MA for two years helping support John who was studying for his
doctorate.
In 1963 John accepted a position at the University of Delaware in Newark,
Delaware. Sandra taught high school for three years and then decided to run
for the Delaware House of Representatives. It was 1972, the first time Joe
Biden ran for the US Senate. Both were on the same ballot; both won. She
served six years as a Democrat and then the Republican Governor, Pete

DuPont, asked her to serve as Special Assistant for Education and lead the
desegregation of schools in the county.
Sandra was adamant that they become a family and they adopted two
wonderful children, Samantha in 1966 and Bradley in 1969.
In 1979 John was named President of Indiana University of Pennsylvania and
Sandra became part of the leadership team as First Lady of the University. In
1984 John was appointed President of Ball State University. Sandra's role as a
team member included planning and organizing dinners and receptions to
recognize and entertain students, faculty, Alumni, legislators and state
officials. She also brought together and encouraged faculty women and wives
of male faculty. She was active in AAUW, the BSU Women's Club, the
Conversation Club, Muncie Art Students League and the Art Alliance. She was
an active member of Psi Iota Xi Alpha Chapter for 34 years. She loved
participating in Ball State evens and in the life of the community.
Sandra was skillful in communicating with people with different points of view
and experiences. Her ability to remember names was remarkable.
Her Mother developed Alzheimer's disease and this prompted Sandra to
complete a Master's Degree in Gerontology at Ball State and later found
Daystar, a respite program for the memory impaired. She continued to be
active at the state level on the Indiana State Alzheimer's Task Force and the
Indiana Commission on Aging.
Locally she was pleased to be recognized with several awards, including the
President's Medal of Distinction, Ball State University, 2001; the Kirkpatrick
Award for Service, 1996; and the Perham Indiana Women of Achievement
Award, 2001. In 2000, the BSU Women's Club established a named
scholarship for Sandra. This was especially gratifying as the scholarship is
awarded annually to a non-traditional student.
Sandra's faith was unswerving. She was an active member of First Presbyterian
Church and served as a deacon and elder.
She loved learning and enjoyed reading and talking with friends and travel.
She and John made many domestic and international trips, some with their
children and several after retirement. Sandra always compiled a book of photos
and a diary. They retired in 2000 and for 15 years spent three months in the
summer hiking and three months in the winter skiing and snowshoeing in
Steamboat Springs, CO.
She is survived by her husband, John, daughter, Samantha (of Atlanta) son,
Bradley (wife Angela) Grandson Andrew (all of Steamboat Springs, CO) and
sister, Diana (of Muncie).
A memorial service will be held at a later date. Memorial contributions may be
made to First Presbyterian Church, or the Ball State University Foundation.

Convention Invitations

Convention 2022

Convention 2023

Convention 2022 will be hosted by Zeta
Tau, Milroy, in Muncie, IN, June 24-26,
2022

Convention 2023 will be hosted by Zeta
Gamma, Fort Branch, in Evansville, IN

Book your rooms now at the special
$129/night group rate!
Click here to visit the Courtyard Muncie at
Horizon Convention Center reservation
page

Convention 2024
Convention 2024 will be hosted by Theta
Theta, Fort Wayne

National Council
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Andrea Niedenthal, Zeta Tau

Maureen "Mo" Dix, Zeta Gamma
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Website

About Us
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If you have any questions about this newsletter, the National Website or have an address/
phone/email update please contact your National Editor Terri Resler.
terriresler@psiiotaxi.org or 812-295-6524 (call/text)

Contact
National Office
3905 Vincennes Road, Suite 303
Indianapolis, IN 46268
317.471.3512
info@psiiotaxi.org
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