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Greetings!
A Message from National President
Andrea Niedenthal
I hope everyone is staying warm and encouraging
others as we continue to maneuver through these
changing times. With change it is important to
understand our past and how we built the
organization we have today.
This month we are going to highlight the
1960’s. Projects that were supported where: the Ball
State Teachers College (Summer Boarding Clinic for
Speech & Hearing), Indianapolis Speech and
Hearing Center (Speech & Hearing Kindergarten),
Washington DC Hearing Society, Symphony
Endowment Funds, and Hoosier Art Salon. We
continued to support scholarships for Indiana
University, Purdue Pre-College Institute, Indiana
State Teachers College and Ohio State University Summer Clinical Assistantships. In

1964 we started supporting Metropolitan Opera Auditions and in 1967 Riley Hospital
Memorial Assn and Western Michigan Orientation Project.
Some interesting history: Mrs. Martha Ivins a founding member of Psi Iota Xi died April 2,
1962, at 105-years old. Since 1955, National Council, on behalf of all Psi Iota Xi chapters,
sent fresh flowers to her every two weeks until her death.
In 1967 only 2 ½ years of being a chapter, Zeta Tau Milroy (my own chapter) held the MidYear luncheon for 935 members at the Murat Temple in Indianapolis. We were a very
young chapter but did a beautiful job of bringing the “Magic of Spring” to Psi Iota Xi. Our
radiant rose was in full bloom with the aid of Sigma (Greensburg), Iota (Rushville), Zeta
Lambda (Connersville) and Beta Phi (Shelbyville) to transform the Egyptian Room into a
breath of Spring. I hope this is encouragement to all chapters, that sometimes you can’t do
it on your own – collaborate with surrounding chapters as together we can achieve our
goals.
In 1968 we opened our National Headquarters at 2020 E 46 th Street in Indianapolis. The
Honorable Richard Lugar, Mayor of Indianapolis was on hand for the ribbon cutting
ceremony.
Our organization grew in the 1960’s by twenty-nine chapters. The following chapters were
installed:
Zeta Nu – Westport, IN – 1960*
Zeta Xi – Madison, IN – 1960
Zeta Omicron – Arthur, IL – 1960*
Zeta Pi – Highland, IN – 1960*
Zeta Rho – Munster, IN – 1961*
Zeta Sigma – Greenwood, IN – 1964*
Zeta Tau – Milroy, IN – 1964
Zeta Upsilon – Middletown, IN – 1965*
Zeta Phi – LaGrange, IN – 1966*
Zeta Chi – Lewisville, IN – 1966*
Zeta Psi – Evansville, IN – 1966*
Zeta Omega – Wabash, IN – 1966*
Eta Alpha – Nashville, IN – 1966
Eta Beta – Columbus, OH – 1966*
Eta Gamma – Valparaiso, IN – 1966
Eta Delta – Carmel, IN – 1966
Eta Epsilon - Mishawaka, IN – 1967*
Eta Zeta – Nappanee, IN – 1967
Eta Eta – LaPorte, IN – 1967*
Eta Theta – Geneva, IN 1967*
Eta Iota – Parker City, IN – 1968
Eta Kappa – Wilmington, IL – 1968*
Eta Lambda – Beech Grove, IN – 1968
Eta Mu – Rochester, IN – 1968
Eta Nu – Rennselaer, IN – 1969
Eta Xi – Auburn, IN – 1969*
Eta Omicron – Kalamazoo, MI – 1969
Eta Pi – Dayton, OH – 1969*
Eta Rho – New Haven, IN – 1969*
*Chapters that have disbanded
Until next month - Always remember the People before us, the Purpose that drives us, and
the Passion within us. Please celebrate your chapter and members during this year of
commemoration.
Loyally,
Andrea Niedenthal
National President
Zeta Tau, Milroy, IN

More than a Championship
Indiana School for the Deaf student to sign National
Anthem at CFP championship
By: Megan Shinn WRTV
Posted at 6:29 AM, Jan 10, 2022 and last updated 11:13 AM, Jan 10, 2022

INDIANAPOLIS — Monday night will mark a moment of pride not only for the winning
team of the College Football Playoff National Championship game, but also for a Hoosier
family.
Sixth-grader Kaylen Brown will share her gift of sign language before Alabama and
Georgia kick off at Lucas Oil Stadium. When you hear the national anthem, there’s a
universal feeling of pride, but if you ask someone who can’t hear, they’ll tell you those
words still bring about the same feelings of patriotism.
“The flag, and A-S-L always say the red and white stripes,” Kaylen said, “When I was
growing up signing it, I felt proud, so I want people to feel that.” Now Kaylen gets to make
sure everyone in the deaf and hard-of-hearing community gets to see and feel the StarSpangled Banner when she signs the song for the College Football Playoff National
Championship game.
“Saying the same things over and over again, you know, I don’t miss a beat,” she said.
The NCAA’s committee chose Kaylen out of 15 students from Indiana School for the Deaf.
They all submitted videos and principal Andy Alka announced the news when Kaylen won.
“We were very excited because we though Kaylen was just perfect,” Alka said. “All of the
students were thrilled. They were you know, hooting and hollering for her, and she was
shocked. She was like 'me,' and we said 'yes, you were picked.'”
Kaylen will join singer Natalie Grant on the field of Lucas Oil Stadium. Together, Grant will
sing and Kaylen will sign the national anthem for 70,000 people in the stands and even
more watching from home. “And children when they’re looking, when they look at me sign,
I want them to look up to me and be hopeful about them maybe being able to sign it when
they get older,” Kaylen said. Kaylen is only 12 years old, but she shows bravery beyond
her age.
“She’s a trailblazer at this point, as far as I’m concerned. I want to be like her when I grow
up,” said her mother, Roshanta Burns. She told us that she knows her daughter’s melodic
hand movements represent the language of approximately 500,000 Americans who rely on
ASL.
“I do believe with her doing this, it will open up a lot of eyes and may actually open a lot of
programs at other schools in other places so that everybody is included, and nobody feels
left out,” Burns said.
Kaylen’s moment on the field will remind everyone about the resilience in American history
and her movements take no sound to bring tears to her mother’s eyes and show gratitude
for all Hoosiers.
Kaylen is an impressive young lady. She’s also a cheerleader, basketball player, and
possibly wants to become a veterinarian. We’ll sure be watching her as the big game kicks
off tonight at 8 p.m.

Hoosier Art Salon Paintings

The members of Iota Rho, Odon, Indiana were presented the Hoosier Art Salon
painting which they won in a drawing at the 2009 National Convention – Seasons of
Sharing entitled, "Morning Pages" by Susan Mauck.
Artist Susan Mauck describes her artwork as " impressionistic, with a contemporary
edge". Her passion for portraiture and figure painting is evident as she strives to
capture a moment in time that is sure to become a treasured heirloom.
She grew up in the small Southern Indiana town of Odon. Odon was a bit like the
TV show Mayberry. She couldn't wait to move to a big city. But, in retrospect, it

was a wonderful place to grow up. It was the late 1950's and early 1960's and life
was simpler. From childhood...she just always knew. She didn't have many toys and
was an only child. Susan remembers spending hours drawing and designing my
own "paper doll" clothes. She was that student the teachers always asked to "make
a poster" or create something for the bulletin board. Later, it was class play
backdrops and "prom" decorations. She was always the "creative" one.
As a child, one of her biggest fans was the "preacher's wife". We went to church "a
lot" and during the Sunday night services Mrs. Webb would slip me paper to draw
the people in the congregation. They were tiny portraits. People were fascinated
and always wanted to see whom she had drawn that night. Looking back, she
believes that is where her love of "portraiture" truly began.
After receiving an art degree from Indiana University, Susan continued her
education through several workshops and seminars, including well-known artists
Richard Schmidd, Carolyn Anderson, Ken Auster, Debra Huse, and Kim English.
Mauck is an exhibitor and member of Hoosier Salon, Indiana Heritage, IAC, IPAPA,
and Carmel Arts & Design Gallery Association. She was awarded "Best Portrait" in
the 2010 Hoosier Salon and is in the permanent collection of the Indiana State
Museum.
Susan Mauck recently opened French Bleu Fine Art Gallery located in the Carmel
Arts & Design District. Her work may be seen during gallery hours and by
appointment. Classes and art consultation are also available.

Sandie Carlson, National Conductress
sandiecarlson@psiiotaxi.org
Theta Kappa, Edon, OH

NEDO article
Greetings from the Northeast District! We are currently anticipating a major winter storm in
the cold, cruel north, but the warm hearts of our sister Psi Otes continue to take the sting
out of these chilly months with their endless generosity. I’d like to highlight two projects
this month by Alpha Rho, Garrett, and Zeta Theta, Niles. You may have seen these
projects if you follow the Psi Iota Xi-Group page on Facebook where chapters can share
fundraisers, obituaries, projects and any other PIX-related news with the greater
membership.
Alpha Rho chapter in Garrett, IN, supports the Head Start classrooms every school year
by providing monthly activity baskets for each classroom. Alpha Rho has supported Head
Start for many years, dating back to a member’s mom working for the program. Initially the
classrooms were in search of volunteers to read to the children. As schedules filled and
members had less time to devote to reading in the classroom, the idea to provide book
baskets was born. The project has evolved over the years, but in its current format, a
basket filled with activities and other useful items is presented to the child in each class
that has read the most books at home that month. The baskets typically contain an activity
or coloring book with crayons, a story book, a stuffed animal, and/or a small toy. They
might also contain such necessities as a toothbrush and toothpaste, socks, a winter hat, or
mittens/gloves depending on the season or holiday theme that month. Alpha Rho budgets
each year for some items, but most of the items are donated by the members themselves.
Head Start staff reports that the children look forward to the baskets every month. Chapter
president Jan Merrill sent a picture of the Valentine’s Day-themed February baskets that
she was getting ready to drop off. Also pictured are the December and January baskets.
Zeta Theta chapter in Niles, MI, began a new project this year to provide activity bags for
children who come to the emergency room. As described by chapter president Tricia
Bookout, longtime member Joni Flynn works in the emergency department at Lakeland
Hospital in Niles and “sees many children who have unfortunately been affected by mental
health issues due to our current medical situation nationwide.” The chapter members were
moved to brainstorm a way to cheer up the children to make their stay a little easier.
Christine Konkey donated material she had been saving for many years, Lesley Bookout
donated money towards additional material for the bag handles, and Sue Counts donated

her time sewing all the bags. The chapter used project funds for purchasing the items to fill
the bags – coloring books, crayons, pencils, packet of Kleenex, stickers, bookmarks, and a
pad of paper to draw on. In all, 50 bags were sewn, filled, and presented to the hospital.
While this is the first time Zeta Theta has done this project, there are future plans to
replenish the bags as they run low. In the accompanying picture, Sue Counts presents
one of the finished bags to Joni Flynn at the hospital.
125 years of service, and we keep finding new ways to bring cheer to those less fortunate
and enrich the lives of others. Great work, Alpha Rho and Zeta Theta!
Loyally,
Jessica Lucas
Northeast District Officer
Eta Omicron, Kalamazoo, MI

Donation Request for Convention 2022
Dear Psi Ote Sisters,
Greetings from Zeta Tau (Milroy Chapter), the hosts of the 2022
National Convention. We are seeking chapters who make and sell
items as fundraisers, such as cheeseballs, cheese spreads, chocolates,
buckeyes, caramels, or any other food items. We would like to give
chapters the opportunity to have their items highlighted at our
convention. If you are interested in donating items to this cause, please
email me at laurajessup22@gmail.com. Once we get a list, we will
respond to those chapters and give details.
We have been working hard planning this convention and so excited to
see you all next June!
Psi Iota Xi – Zeta Tau Chapter, Milroy

Greetings from the Indiana State Association
As I was working on this month’s reflections for the
February newsletter, I received an email that our
Beta Gamma Chapter lost one of our beautiful roses.
Patricia (Pat) Beasey Hamman was a 50++ year
member that exemplified everything that a Psi
Ote member should be and had tons of “class” to
boot. The Pastor that was delivering the

message at her funeral encouraged us to “reflect
on the impact that Pat had on our lives”. As I
was doing that I thought about the impact that she
also had on her community and I wondered about
what impact am I having on those around me and our
community. I can only hope that I am living a life that
reflects a giving and loving nature. That I am planting
seeds, helping to grow community around me and
that I always remember that we are Better Together!!
You should be receiving your registration packets
soon for the annual Indiana State Meeting in April.
They will be coming by email, followed by post, and
the Project
Screening Committee met in January and those
proposals should be mailed to you soon also. If you
have any questions or concerns, please don’t
hesitate to reach out to me.
SAVE THE DATE: Beta Gamma Chapter presents
Planting Seeds, Growing Communities….Better Together
Saturday, April 23, 2022, at Peru High School in Peru, Indiana.
Loyally,
Stacia Bonifant
Indiana State President
Beta Gamma - Peru, IN
staciabonifant@gmail.com
cell: (765)473-1153
2306 S 100 E
Peru, IN 46970

Membership Moment
HOST A MEMBERSHIP DRIVE (previously submitted by Mickie Hansen, 2018)
Ladies, when you love being part of an organization like Psi Iota Xi, why not share your
experiences and invite other women to be a part of it? Hosting a membership drive
focuses on inviting potential members to an event that you have planned just for them.
Pick a date about 3-4 months from now. Select 3-4 ladies who are positive and committed
to making your chapter grow in membership to host the event. Choose a location and time
for the event to take place.
Pick a theme, that's right, themes can be fun and will help draw the attention of a potential
new member to your open house. Here are a few examples: "What's the scoop with PIX"
and serve ice cream, "A Minion reasons to join Psi Iota Xi" and everyone dresses like a
minion, or "Help PIX Grow" and give a small flower to each potential new member.
Start your list of who to invite. Consider past scholarship recipients and their mothers,
speech and hearing clinicians or school teachers. However, the people most likely to join
are members' friends, family and co-workers. Send your invitation through the mail and
give them at least three weeks to respond. Ask chapter members who refer a guest to
follow up with the individual personally.
The day of the open house focus on having fun and enjoying the company of your
potential new members. Don't get bogged down in all the details. Briefly share what our
sorority impact is in the community. Then ask them what they're looking for from a
women's group so you'll have a better idea of what you can offer them.

A week after the event touch base with them and see if they're interested in attending
another event or meeting.
Below is a "Meet & Greet" that Theta Zeta, Fort Recovery is having.

Chapter Happenings

Upsilon, Greenfield IN

Check out the event page at the link below. Ticket price is 3
raffle tickets for $20. Ticket sales will need to be done in-person.
Please message us if you would like to purchase tickets.
https://www.facebook.com/events/190459773285591/

Zeta Theta Chapter,
Niles MI took part in the
Hunter Ice Festival.

Beta Lambda, Bedford, IN
member Rose Brenner has
her paintings on display at
the College Mall Art
Alliance in Bloomington.

National Council and Email

National Council is available to talk with Chapters and members if any
questions or concerns arise. Please don't hesitate to reach out to National
Council if they can assist you.
Our new email, info@psiiotaxi.org.

Fundraiser & Event Invitations
Have you ever wished you could invite all Psi Ote
sisters to your chapter's fundraiser or special event?
Your chapter Helicon articles detail all the amazing
events and fundraising activities you accomplish in
your individual chapters and communities. Now
we'd like to offer chapters the opportunity to submit
invitations to their events and fundraisers via the
monthly newsletter by emailing them
to terriresler@psiiotaxi.org.
Electronic money transfer apps like Venmo plus virtual platforms like Facebook Live
make it possible for even our most distant sisters to participate in another chapter's
fundraisers with ease. You can support your sisters across the organization, and
you might even get a few ideas for your own chapter!

Fallen Petals
Please send obituaries to terriresler@psiiotaxi.org to be
included in the next newsletter and the Helicon.

Patricia “Pat” Beasey Hamman, 90, Peru,
passed away early Saturday, January 15,
2022. Pat was born on January 9, 1932 in
Peru, Indiana, to the late Chester and
Bertha (Hartgrove) Garbert. On May 28,
1950, she married Frederick A. Beasey. He
preceded her in death in 1989. In 1997,
Pat married Murray Hamman. He preceded
her in death in 2016.
Pat graduated from Peru High School in
1949. Most of her working years were
spent as an administrative assistant in the
accounting profession. She worked for
Zaremski Accounting and then for Thomas
A. Kirk & Associates until her retirement.
Although never formally educated after
high school, Pat was a natural learner and
educated herself on numerous topics.

She was once active in the PTA and
served on the Miami County YMCA Board
of Directors. She helped to create, and
then participated in, the Women’s and the
Couples’ Volleyball Leagues at the Miami
County YMCA. She was an active member
of Psi Iota Xi philanthropic sorority for over
50 years and served as the organization’s
president in the early 1980’s. Pat was also
a member of First Christian Church where
she spent over 60 years serving the Lord.
Living in Miami County all her life, Pat
made many lasting friendships. She was
known for her keen sense of fashion, and
no matter the occasion, was always puttogether and looking sharp. In her earlier
years with her first husband and only
daughter, Terrie Ann, she enjoyed time at
Lukens Lake and Mississinewa Reservoir
with a host of friends. In her later years,
she enjoyed wintering in Florida with her
second husband. Her grandchildren and great-grandchildren held a special place in
her heart, and she loved them dearly. A few of her various hobbies included
auctioning, antiquing, oil painting, crosswording, reading, and gardening. She
wasted nothing, repurposed everything, and respected the value of a dollar. In her
most recent years, she enjoyed working outside in her yard and talking with those
neighbors who walked, jogged, or rode bicycles past her house.
Pat was blessed with excellent health most of her life until falling ill in August of
2021. True to character, she fought to stay in the home she loved, but in December,
she moved to Blair Ridge where her family commemorated her 90th birthday with
her just last week.
Survivors include her beloved and devoted daughter, Terrie Beasey Hanson, and
son-in-law, Bill Hanson, of Peru. Together, Terrie and Bill grew to be Pat’s
everything. Her stepdaughter, Denise Hamman Yater (Tracy) of Peru; grandson,
Derek Hanson of Peru; and granddaughter, Tricia Hanson Anderson (Kip) of
Westfield; great-grandchildren Gavin and Alivia Hanson, Matt and Kate Harrison and
Hailey Anderson. Surviving siblings include her sisters Janet Kay Montgomery and
Marilyn (Jim) Allen, both of Peru, and her “baby” brother Larry Garbert of Florida,
who visited her often. Her siblings gave her several special nieces and nephews. In
addition to her parents and first and second husbands, Pat was preceded in death
by her brother, Joseph Garbert, and her sister, Jayne Lutz.
Visitation will be held from 11am to 1pm on Thursday, January 20, 2022 at FlowersLeedy Funeral Home, 105 West Third Street, Peru, Indiana. Funeral service will
follow at 1pm with Pastor George McCarty officiating. Burial will take place at Mount
Hope Cemetery in Peru.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Miami County Helping
Hands, The Salvation Army in Peru, or Harvesting Capabilities in Peru in Pat’s
honor.
Arrangements have been entrusted to Flowers-Leedy Funeral Home. Family and
friends may sign the online guestbook at www.FlowersLeedyAllen.com.
Dorothy E. “Dottie” Keller, age 86 of
Jasper, Indiana, passed away at 7:47 pm
on Thursday, January 20, 2022, at
Cathedral Health Care Center in Jasper,
Indiana.

Dottie was born in Huntingburg, Indiana
on October 11, 1935 to Ernest and
Frances (Sollman) Rademacher. She
married Kenneth Keller on April 28, 1956
in Fort Riley Kansas. He preceded her in
death on June 18, 2014.
Dottie retired from Memorial Hospital in
Jasper, where she worked as a Certified
Nursing Assistant for twenty years.
She was a member of St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Jasper, where she
served as a Eucharist Minister and on
Stephens Ministry for the nursing homes
in the area. She was also a member of
their St. Ann’s Sodality and the Jasper
Circle of the Daughters of Isabella. She
was a charter member of the Psi Iota Si
Sorority and a member of the Jasper Art
Guild.
She enjoyed painting, sewing, cooking, going to area nursing homes and playing the
piano, and spending time with her grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Surviving are three daughters, Becky Mehringer (Sylvan), Jasper, Chris Schnell, Ireland,
and Angie Buffenbarger (Mark), Velpen, three sons, Mike Keller (Shannon), Columbus, IN,
Dave Keller (Janet), Newburgh, IN, and Al Keller (Sheri), Jasper, seventeen
grandchildren, twenty-six great grandchildren, and one sister, Ruth Klee, Tucson, AZ.
Preceding her in death beside her husband were two sisters, Mary Wilson and Ruby
Rademacher, and two brothers, Harold Rademacher and Kenneth Rademacher, who died
in infancy.
A Mass of Christian Burial for Dorothy E. “Dottie” Keller will be held at 11:30 a.m. on
Monday, January 24, 2022, at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Jasper, Indiana, with
entombment to follow in Fairview Cemetery Mausoleum in Jasper.
A visitation will be held from 9 am until 11am on Monday, January 24, 2022 at the BecherKluesner Downtown Chapel in Jasper, Indiana.
Memorial contributions may be made to St. Joseph’s Catholic Church or to a favorite
charity.
Patricia Ellen (Kelly) McQueeney, age 85, of
Greenfield, Indiana, was surrounded by family
when she joined her Savior, Jesus Christ, and was
reunited with her beloved husband, Jack, in
Heaven on Wednesday, January 12, 2022. She
was born on December 16, 1936, to Patrick and
Olive (Hubert) Kelly in Tell City, Indiana.
Pat graduated from Maxwell High School in 1954
and attended Butler University. She was a member
of the Psi Iota Xi Sorority for 21 years and attended
the Catholic church her entire life. Pat was looking
forward to celebrating her 62nd wedding
anniversary to the love of her life and high school
sweetheart, Jack McQueeney, on January 30.
After 30 years in the Warren Township School
system where she was an Administrative Assistant
to the Principal, Pat retired in 2009. She was known
for her baking skills and could often be found
delivering delicious baked goods to friends and
acquaintances to let them know how much she
cared. She loved watching sports and kept her own scorebook and stats at all of her sons’
and grandchildren’s activities. She was a master stain-remover who was always armed
with a wet washcloth and never lost a fight with a stain. Pat may be remembered most for
making the world’s best chocolate chip cookies. She adored her grandchildren. Being a
bammaw was her greatest privilege and joy. She had a servant’s heart and even in her
final hours, she was more concerned about her family than herself.
Pat is survived by her brother, Gene (Chris) Kelly; sons Kevin (Chris) McQueeney and
Kent (Jill) McQueeney; grandchildren Weston (Jackie) McQueeney, Jaclyn McQueeney,

and Anna McQueeney; and several nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by
her husband, Jack McQueeney; parents Patrick and Olive Kelly; and brothers Dennis and
Larry Kelly.
Pat’s loss will be felt deeply by the entire community. In lieu of flowers, please donate to
Peyton’s Promise, Inc at peytonspromiseinc.org or the Kenneth Butler Memorial Soup
Kitchen. At Pat’s request, there will be no funeral service. A celebration of life will be
announced on a later date. Arrangements are being handled by Erlewein Mortuary
&Crematory in Greenfield.
Pat asked us to share her wishes that people love their families, practice their faith, and
love God in all that they do daily.

Convention Invitations

Convention 2022

Convention 2023

Convention 2022 will be hosted by Zeta
Tau, Milroy, in Muncie, IN, June 24-26,
2022

Convention 2023 will be hosted by Zeta
Gamma, Fort Branch, in Evansville, IN

Book your rooms now at the special
$129/night group rate!
Click here to visit the Courtyard Muncie at
Horizon Convention Center reservation
page

Convention 2024
Convention 2024 will be hosted by Theta
Theta, Fort Wayne
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